Handout Five – Language and Society


US English in Historical Perspective
· American English as result of

· Language internal factors  (e.g. semantic change)
· Social factors (mass migration, socioeconomic factors, etc.)

· Language in the New World

· Colonialism as a unique language situation

· Different groups brought their culture with them

· Isolation from homelands

· Contact with other settlers


· Four factors that bear on the rise of American:

· Original settlement patterns

· Isolation and lack of communication

· Migration routes

· Latter immigration


· Original settlement patterns
· Variation in England to begin with; dialectally diverse country

· Only 5% spoke Southeastern variety, which would come to be the London standard

· This dialect was r-less, while other dialects in England were r-full

· People from different areas of England settled different parts of America

· SE England: Eastern New England, Lowlands of Virginia

· North and Western England: Delaware

· Scots-Irish: Western New England


· Some settlements maintained regular contact with London

· Why did this matter?


· Isolation / Lack of communication

· Geographic Isolation

· Cultural reasons for isolation


· Migration routes

· East to West, extending original dialect areas

· Later immigration

· Scots-Irish

· 1 in 7 colonists in 1776 were Scots-Irish
· r-full

· These are the people who we most likely get “yall” from


· N. Europeans

· 1820 large-scale immigration to N. Central states
· Had effect on pronunciation features, northern cities shift (NCS)
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